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ABSTRACT 
Oktafiah Akhirianti, (2019):  An Analysis of The Eight Grade Students’ 
Ability in using Central Pronouns in Writing at 
MTs Al-Ihsan Buluh Rampai Indragiri Hulu 
 
     Based on the preliminary study at the eight grade student of Mts Al-ihsan 
Buluh Rampai Indragiri Hulu, the writer found that the student had some problem 
in using central pronoun in writing recount text. Actually there are some 
phenomena that make the student unable reach the standard of the goals, such as, 
some of the student are error in using central pronoun, they are not able to express 
their ideas in writing, they are not able to determine central pronouns as a subject, 
or an object form, reflexive, possessive adjective and possessive pronoun. They 
had difficulty to distinguish the usage of central pronoun, etc. So, the writer was 
interested in carrying out the research about this problem. The main purpose of 
this research was to find out the level of students’ ability in using central pronoun 
in writing recount text. The formulation of the problem was what is the level of 
students’ ability in using central pronoun in writing recount text at mts al-ihsan 
buluh rampai Indragiri Hulu. Quantitative descriptive was applied as method of 
this research. The research was administered at mts al-ihsan buluh rampai 
Indragiri Hulu. The subject of this research was the eight grade student at mts al-
ihsan buluh rampai Indragiri Hulu and the object of this research was to find out 
the level of students’ ability in using central pronoun in writing recount text. 
Based on the result of the research, the level of students’ ability in using central 
pronouns in writing recount text at Mts Al-Ihsan Buluh Rampai Indragiri Hulu 
was Fail level (73.5%). 
 
Keywords: Ability, Central Pronouns, Recount Text 
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ABSTRAK 
 
 
Oktafiah Akhirianti, (2019):  Kemampuan Siswa Menggunakan Kata Ganti 
dalam Menulis pada MTs Al-Ihsan Buluh Rampai 
Indragiri Hulu 
 
     Berdasarkan studi pendahuluan pada siswa kelas delapan di Mts Al-ihsan 
Buluh Rampai Indragiri Hulu, penulis menemukan bahwa siswa memiliki 
beberapa masalah dalam menggunakan kata ganti dalam menulis teks recount. 
Pada dasarnya ada beberapa fenomenana yang membuat para siswa tidak mampu 
mencapai standar dari tujuan pembelajaran, beberapa siswa salah dalam 
menggunakan kata ganti, mereka tidak dapat mengungkapkan ide mereka dalam 
menulis, mereka tidak dapat menentukan kata ganti sebagai subjek atau objek, 
refleksif, kata sifat posesif dan kata ganti posesif. Mereka mengalami kesulitan 
untuk membedakan penggunaan kata ganti, dll. Maka,penulis tertarik mengadakan 
penelitian tentang masalah tersebut. Tujuan utama dari penelitian ini adalah untuk 
mengetahui tingkat kemampuan siswa dalam menggunakan kata ganti dalam 
menulis teks recount. Rumusan masalah dari penelitian ini adalah apa tingkat 
kemampuan siswa dalam menggunakan kata ganti dalam menulis teks recount 
pada mts al-ihsan buluh rampai Indragiri Hulu. Kuantitatif deskriptif di terapkan 
sebagai metode dari penelitian ini. Penelitian ini diadakan di mts al-ihsan buluh 
rampai Indragiri Hulu. Subjek dari penelitian ini adalah siswa kelas delapan mts 
al-ihsan buluh rampai Indragiri Hulu, dan objek dari penelitian ini adalah untuk 
mengetahui tingkat kemampuan siswa dalam menggunakan kata ganti dalam 
menulis teks recount. Berdasarkan hasil penelitian, tingkat kemampuan siswa 
dalam menggunakan kata ganti dalam menulis teks recount pada mts al-ihsan 
buluh rampai Indragiri Hulu adalah level gagal (73.5%) 
 
Kata kunci: Kemampuan, Kata Ganti, Teks Recount 
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 ملخص 
بمدرسة قدرة التلاميذ على استخدام الضمائر في الكتابة ): 2019أوكتافية أخيريانتي، (
 إندراجيريالمتوسطة الإسلامية بولوح رمباي  الإحسان
 هولو
 المتوسطة الإسلامية الإحسانبمدرسة في الصف الثامن  تمهيديةبناء على دراسة 
أن التلاميذ واجهوا بعض المشكلات في  الباحثة ت، وجدىولو إندراجيريبولوح رمباي 
. في الأساس، ىناك بعض الظواىر التي تجعل السرديةنصوص الاستخدام الضمائر في كتابة 
التلاميذ غير قادرين على الوصول إلى مستوى أىداف التعلم، وبعض التلاميذ مخطئون في 
يمكنهم تحديد الضمائر  استخدام الضمائر، ولا يمكنهم التعبير عن أفكارىم في الكتابة، ولا
على أنها مواضيع أو أشياء، أو صفات انعكاسية أو حيازة ملكية. وضمائر التملك. لديهم 
حول  البحثبإجراء  الباحثة تهتمصعوبة في التمييز بين استخدام الضمائر، إلخ. لذا، فإن 
 ر فيمستوى قدرة التلاميذ على استخدام الضمائ معرفة إلى يهدف ىذا البحثالمشكلة. 
 ىو مستوى قدرة التلاميذ على استخدام الضمائر أسئيلة البحث. السرديةنصوص الكتابة 
 المتوسطة الإسلامية بولوح رمباي الإحسانبمدرسة  على السرديةنصوص الفي كتابة 
. الكمية الوصفية المطبقة كطريقة لهذا البحث. تم إجراء ىذا البحث في ىولو إندراجيري
الصف  تلاميذ أفراده ىولو، إندراجيريسطة الإسلامية بولوح رمباي المتو  الإحسانمدرسة 
 وموضوعو ،المتوسطة الإسلامية بولوح رمباي إندراجيري ىولو الإحسانمدرسة الثامن في 
 . بناء ًالسرديةنصوص المستوى قدرة التلاميذ على استخدام الضمائر في كتابة  لمعرفةىو 
نصوص ال، فإن مستوى قدرة التلاميذ على استخدام الضمائر في كتابة البحثعلى نتائج 
ىو مستوى  ىولو إندراجيريالمتوسطة الإسلامية بولوح رمباي  الإحسانبمدرسة  السردية
 )٪٧،،٥( الفاشل
 السردية.نصوص الالقدرة، الضمائر، : الأساسيةالكلمات 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
A. Background of the Problem 
Writing is an activity of developing words into sentences that have certain 
meanings. According to Fareed, Ashraf, & Bilal (2016, p.82),writing is an 
extremely difficult cognitive activity which requires learners to have control over 
various factors. These factors vary from academic background and personal 
interest of the writer to various psychological, linguistic and cognitive 
phenomena. 
Writing needs good knowledge and hard thinking when the students 
produce words, sentences, paragraph, at the same time with good English 
grammar. The students should understand the grammatical structure in learning 
English because English grammar will influence understanding and the process of 
writing can run well. According to Gerot and Wignell (1994, p.2), grammar is a 
theory of a language, of how language is put together and how it works.  
Moreover, Gerot and Wignell (1994, p.3) also argue that we need a theory 
of grammar or language which helps us understand how tests work. The students 
will understand the meaning of English sentences easier if they know the 
grammatical structure. In short, the understanding of grammar can help the 
students in learning English and also writing English because the students will use 
English properly if they know how to construct correctly.Central pronoun is one 
of aspects that is learned in grammar. Central pronounsare part of pronouns that 
are words that replace a noun or noun phrase, but they commonly refer to person
2 
 
 
 
and thing. According to Quirk, et.al (1985, p.346), central pronouns share several 
characteristics, they are subject pronoun, object pronoun, reflexive pronoun, 
possessive adjective andpossessivepronoun.  
The important issue of the central pronoun in schools is because of the 
demand for students' writing skills, especially for participating in various 
competitions in the field of English. Students are required to understand the steps 
in writing according to their structure and grammar. By mastering the central 
pronoun students will make it easier for students to write creatively and precisely. 
Relating the significance of grammar in teaching and learning process, the 
researcher desires to investigate a part of grammar, that is central pronouns, 
especially in writing recount text as one of the compulsary components of English 
so far still looks there are some difficulties or hesitation in using central pronouns 
in their writing. The usages of central pronouns which are made by students’ 
especially junior high school students are able to influence the process of writing 
itself. If the students often make mistakes, the process of writing cannot run well. 
Madrasah Tsanawiyah Al-ihsan is one of the junior high school located in 
Riau Province, Indragiri Hulu regency that uses 2013 Curriculum for their 
teaching learning process in which English is one of subjects taught by teachers to 
students. Based on 2013 Curriculum (K-13) in this school, English is taught twice 
a week with the duration of time 40 minutes for one meeting. It focusses on texts 
or sentences, so grammar is important in this lesson taught by teacher and learned 
by students. Based on learning objective, students should be able to write personal 
  
recount as well as correct language structure (including:centralpronoun).Thus, 
central pronouns also needed andinfluence when students are speaking or writing. 
Based on preliminary study by interviewing the English teachers of junior 
high school Madrasah Tsanawiyah Al-Ihsan Buluh Rampai Indragiri Hulu, the 
researcher found that many of the eighth grade students still have some difficulties 
in learning and understanding gmammar especially in using central pronoun in 
their writing. Firstly, some studentsmade errors in using centralpronoun. For 
example an unnecessary centralpronoun after a noun subject: 
My friends, they told me the whole story 
The sentence above is ineffective. The correct sentence should be: “my 
friends told me the whole story”. Such errors are often found in the context 
ofwriting made by students in class. 
Secondly, when they were asked to write, the students did not know how 
to express their ideas in writing. The students have lack of vocabulary and also got 
problem in using centralpronouns. They still did not understand in using 
centralpronouns correctly because they were confused which ones were 
determined as a subject, or an object form, reflexive, possessive adjective and 
possessive pronoun. Thirdly, students were still confused to distinguish the usage 
between them. They did not know the function of central pronouns. This 
difficulties hinder them to achive curriculum expectation. 
Futhermore, an investigation is needed to identify students’ ability to use a 
central pronoun based on the phemomena previously stated. Thus, the researcher 
is interested in investigating the problems above into a research entitled “An 
  
Analysis of the Eight Grade Students’ Ability in Using Central Pronouns in 
Writing at MTs Al-Ihsan Buluh Rampai Indragiri Hulu” 
 
B. The Reason of Choosing the Title 
 The reasons why the writer is interested in carrying out a research on the 
topic above is based on several considerations: 
1. The title of this research is very important to be investigated because the 
problems are related to teaching and learning writing as EFL class. 
2. The topic is relevant to the status of writer as one of the students of 
English Education Department. 
3. As far as the writer is concerned, this research has never been 
investigated yet. 
 
C. The Problems 
1.  Identification of the problems 
Based on the phenomena that are explained by the writer above, so 
the problems in this research is identified as following questions: 
a. Whatmakes the students are not able to express their ideas in 
writing? 
b. What makes the students have limited vocabulary? 
c. What makes the students feel confused to placeas subject, object, 
reflexive, and possessive form of central pronoun in writing 
appropriately? 
  
d. What makes the students do not know the function of central 
pronouns? 
e. What makes the students are not able to differentiate the usage of 
central pronoun correctly in their writing? 
2.  Limitation of the problems 
  From the identification of the problem, the writer focuses the 
research onan analysis of the eight grade students’ ability in using central 
pronouns in writing recount text at MTs Al-Ihsan Buluh Rampai 
Indragiri Hulu. 
3.  Formulation of the Problems 
  The problems are formulated into following research question is 
“what is the level of students’ abilityin using central pronouns in writing 
recount text at MTs Al-Ihsan Buluh Rampai Indragiri Hulu?” 
D. Objective and Significance of The Research 
1. Objective of the Research 
The writer carries out this research for several objectiveis to find 
out the level of students’ ability in using central pronouns in writing 
recount text at MTs Al-Ihsan Buluh Rampai Indragiri Hulu. 
2.   Significance of the Research 
Hopefully, this research is expected to be: 
a. Very meaningful, especially for the writer as a novice researcher in 
term of learning to conduct a research. 
  
b. Valuable inputs for both students and teacher of English at MTs Al-
Ihsan Buluh RampaiIndragiri Hulu as a consideration for the 
following teaching points. 
c. Contributory in knowledge of importance of using central pronouns 
in writing recount textfor English Subject. 
E. Definition of the Terms 
1. Central Pronoun 
Central pronoun is a pronoun of a person or certain object which 
describesthe person spoken (I, me, we, us), the person spoken to (you), 
or the person or thing spoken about (he, she, it, they, him, her, them). 
2. Writing 
Writing is an activity that produces sentences that have certain 
meanings. Sentences arranged in such a way are interrelated and have a 
purpose. 
3. Recount Text 
Recount is a kind of genre that has social function to retell event 
for the purpose of informing or entertaining. In this research, recount text 
is one of material taught by teacher based on 2013 curriculum, including 
writing a text by retell past events. 
 
 
 
 
 
CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
 
A. Theoretical Framework 
1. Definition of Writing 
a. Writing 
Writing is an activity of developing words into sentences that 
have certain meanings. According to Hyland (2002, p.35),writing is an 
activity by using detailed observations of acts of writing, participant 
interviews, analysis of surrounding practices and other techniques, 
researcher have developed interesting accounts of local writing 
contexts. These descriptions give significant attention to the 
experiences of writers and to their understandings of the demands of 
the immediate context as they write. 
According to Hamy-Lyons in O‟malley (2006, p.136),writing 
is a personal act in which writers take ideas or prompts and transform 
them into self-initiated topics. In line with that, Heaton (1975, p.127) 
state that in writing, the writer manipulates the word in grammatically 
correct sentence and link those sentences to form a piece of writing 
which successfully communicates the writer’s thought and ideas on 
certain topic. In the other words, the writer expressed their ideas in 
written form using grammatically correct sentences for the purpose of 
communication.
  
 
Kane (2006, p.26) state that writing in its broad sense as 
distinct from simply putting words on paper has three steps, thinking 
about it, doing it, and doing it again (and again and again, as often as 
time will allow and patience will endure). So, writing is the written 
product of language in real media. 
Langan (2005, p.12) argues that writing as one of the language 
skills is not an innate natural ability. A realistic attitude about writing 
must build on the idea that writing is a skill. Because of writing is 
skill, it is a skill like cooking, swimming, singing and like any skill, it 
can be learnt for all of people. Therefore, writing is complex of 
process and it needs to practice. 
Urquhart and Mclver (2005, p.5-6) state that writing is a 
recursive process, which means students revise throughout the 
process, frequently moving back and forth among the stages. Then, 
students should learn strategies for invention and discovery, and 
teachers should help students generate content anddiscover a purpose. 
Also, it is stated that readers, purpose, and occasion define all types of 
writing and effective writing fulfills the writer’s intention and meets 
the readers’ needs. It means that writing is a complex process and it 
seems reasonable to expect, then, that the teaching of writing is 
complex as well. 
Writing to communicate dates back thousands of years. 
Writing started as symbols on a cave wall, and then, about 3,500 years 
  
 
ago, people began to use alphabets (Abroadman & Frydenberg, 2008, 
p.95). 
Writing is skill of English which share the ideas into written. 
Besides, the learners must be able to speak; they also must be able to 
write their language. Writing is a social act in which writers have to be 
aware in the context in which they are writing (Evans, Jo & John, 
1998, p.116). 
According to Abroadman (2008, p.18), the writing process is 
learned by and large in an environment social criticism, social 
thinking, creative use of language, and repeated failure. For writing 
was truly acceptable. To write well, the researcher has to know 
characteristics of good writing. They are: 
1) Coherence 
A paragraph has to coherence when the supporting 
sentences are ordered according to principle. The sentences put 
in ordering so that the reader can understand the ideas easily. 
2) Cohesion 
Another characteristics good writing is cohesion. When a 
paragraph has cohesion, all the supporting the sentences 
connect to each other in their support of the topic sentence. The 
methods of connecting sentences to each other are called 
cohesive devices. For important cohesive devices are 
  
 
connectors, definite articles, personal pronoun and 
demonstrative pronoun. 
3) Unity 
The last characteristics good writing is unity. All the 
supporting sentences should relate to the topic sentences. A 
sentence has belongs in a paragraph. And each paragraph has to 
correlate with other sentences 
Writing is one of communication tool, so that writing is a 
life skill. Because, its help people to learn about themselves and 
the world around them. Writing has some purposes for the learner, 
they are: communication, critical thinking and solve problem, self-
actualization, and control of personal environment (Hughey, 1987, 
p.231). 
1) Writing is for communication 
Through writing we express our feeling, our arguments, our 
ideas. We explained to others who we are and what we believe 
and what we understand. For students writing is a primary and 
medium through which they demonstrate their understanding 
and interpretation of concepts and theories studies. 
2) Writing is for critical thinking and solve problem 
Written words serve not only as bridges for our thoughts 
but also as barometer for our thoughts. Through writing we can 
explore our deepest thought and feelings. Writing can help us to 
  
 
discover gaps in our understanding and flaws in our thinking. It 
can tell us when we need information, rethink question. Writing 
is the way of defining ourselves and our problems, clarifying 
our knowledge and our ideas. 
3) Writing is for self-actualization 
Writing is the way of discovering and developing 
ourselves, it is a mean for self-actualization. Writing is 
contemplative, ever-developing skill to explore different 
aspects in ourselves as unique individuals. This ability to 
realign, clarify, and reshape information make possible the 
never ending discovery of new ideas. 
4) Writing is for control of personal environment 
ESL students often see speaking the language being able to 
communicate with others as the only worthwhile goal of the 
language. But they also recognize that writing in a second 
language through writing. 
Based on the opinions of several experts above, it can be 
seen that writing is an activity of developing sentences into 
paragraphs that have certain meanings, writing is the most 
important skill in tapping the creativity of learners. 
 
 
 
  
 
b. Writing of Recount Text 
Recount text is a text which retells experiences or past events. 
Retelling past events is happening in daily life. In the form of a 
recount text, the students must retell the sequence of events or 
experiences which they have ever got in the past (Nafisah & 
Kurniawan, 2007, p.65). Basically, there are three types of recount 
text as follows: 
1) Personal recount 
Personal recount is Retelling an activity that the researcher 
has been personally involved in and may be used to build the 
relationship between the researcher and the reader. e.g.: anecdote, 
diary journal, personal letter. 
2) Factual recount 
Factual recount is Reporting the factual of an incident by 
reconstructing factual information. Usually, factual recount is 
biography, autobiography and history. 
3) Imaginative recount 
Applying factual knowledge to an imaginary role in order 
to interpret and recount events. Imaginative recount is imaginative 
of person mindset to imagine their life. 
4) Procedural recount 
  
 
Procedural recount is recording the steps in an investigation 
or experiment thereby providing the basis for reported results or 
findings. 
5) Literary recount 
Literary recount is to retell a series of events for the 
purposes of entertaining. 
Based on the overview, it can be concluded that the recount 
text is a text that retelling personal experiences, histories or past 
events in a chronological order with meaningful choice of word. 
Recount text consists of orientation, record of events, and 
reorientation (Anderson & Anderson, 2003, p. 50).Genre can be 
recognized from three rhetorical structures. They are social function, 
schematic structure, and language features. Genre differs in terms of 
their social purposes for which a cultural interacted. They also differ 
with respect to the stages or schematic structures through the social 
processes are achieved. There are generic structures of recount textas 
follows: 
1) Orientation 
Provide the setting and produce participants. It provides 
information about “who”, “where”, and “when” 
2) Events 
Telling what happened and presenting event in temporal 
sequence. It is usually recounted in chronological order. Personal 
  
 
comments and evaluative remarks, which are interspersed 
throughout the record of events 
3) Re-Orientation 
Optional-closure of events. It is “rounds off” the sequence of 
events. 
The social function of recount text is to retell past events or 
experiences. According to Nurohmah, (2013, p.90), there are language 
features of recount text: 
1) The recount text has a tittle which summarized in the text. 
2) The recount text has specific participants  
3) The basic of recount text consists three parts : orientation, events 
in chronological order, concluding comments expressing a 
personal opinion regarding the events described. 
4) Events are described using past tense and adverbs to add more 
detail to the verbs. 
Wardiman (2008, p.61) argues that the language features in 
recount text are commonly in the following: 
1) Noun as a personal pronoun, such as Martin, Sinta, Sari etc. 
2) Individuals participants, focus on specific participant story 
3) Past tense (simple past tense and progressive tense) such as: went, 
run, was coming, were walking etc. 
4) Time connective and conjunction to sequence of the events such 
as: after, before, then, after that, finally etc 
  
 
5) Action verb: a verb that shows the events or occurrence, such as: 
stayed, climbed, killed, etc. adverb and adverb phrases to show 
place, time, and ways, such as yesterday, last week, at home, 
slowly, carefully, etc. 
As stated by Anderson and Anderson (2003, p.50), the 
language features which are used in recount texts are: past tense, 
action verbs, nouns and pronouns, conjunctions and 
time/chronological connectives, adverbs and adverb phrases, 
adjectives. Here are the explanations: 
1) Using past tense. 
Past tense is the form of tense in English grammar, it is used 
to describe something happened in the past. It commonly use verbs 
to describe action in the past. It should be used only in a situation 
in the past withoutexpressing situation continuous in the future 
(e.g. David picked me up at the airport, yesterday with his sister). 
2) Action verb. 
Action verb is a form of pure verbs that show the subject of 
the story performance of an action. It explains the verbs that do 
something and show something happening. It is divided into two 
forms, regular and irregular verbs (e.g. jump, dance, go, do, attend, 
etc.). 
 
 
  
 
3) Noun and pronouns 
Noun is a single word used to name a person, place, animal, 
thing, or abstract idea as the subject of a sentence (e.g. doctor, 
magazine, picture, etc.).Pronoun is a word that is used to refer or as 
place-holder a noun, a noun phrase, or a different pronoun (e.g. 
Clara brings him a novel, and as Clara bring her brother a novel). 
4) Conjunction 
A conjunction is used to connect one word to other words, 
sentences, phrases, or clauses. It belongs to part of speech. 
Conjunction is divided into two, they are coordinating conjunction 
and subordinating conjunction. Example: Coordinating 
conjunction; for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so. Subordinating 
conjunction; because, since, unless, although. 
5) Adverbs and adverb phrases 
An adverb belongs to part of speech, just same with 
conjunction. It is used as the modifier of verbs or any part of 
speech. Adverb can modify verbs, adjective, clause, sentences, a 
phrase, and other adverbs. Adverbs are divided into three, they are 
adverb of manner, adverb of time, and adverb of place. Adverb 
phrase is a prepositional phrase that can also be an adverb phrase; 
the functioning is as an adverb (e.g. the lightning of thunder flashed 
brightly in the night sky). 
 
  
 
6) Time connective 
Time connective is important part in recount text because by 
time connective it will show the chronological order of the story. It 
connects things that happen at different time and different even 
(e.g. just, meanwhile, finally, in the end, firstly, secondly, then, 
now, later, after, before, etc.). 
7) Adjective 
An adjective is a word which acts to modify a noun or 
pronoun in a sentence (e.g. smart, diligent, beautiful, cute, slow, 
etc.) 
Based on the statements above, it can be concluded that 
language features in recount text are (1)using past tense, (2)focus on 
specific participant, (3)using noun/pronoun, (4)using conjunction, 
(5)using time connective, (6)using action verb. Therefore, generic 
structure of the recount text consist of  (1)orientation, (2) event, (3)re-
orientation. 
c. Writing Central Pronouns of Recount Text 
Pronouns can be classified into Central (personal, reflexive, 
possessive), Reciprocal, Relative, Interrogative, Demonstrative, 
Definite, and Indefinite Pronouns.  
According to Altenberg & Vago (2010, p.84), there are three 
parts in central pronoun: 
  
 
1) First person pronouns are used to refer to the person who is 
speaking (I/me) or a group of people including the person who is 
speaking (we/us)  
2) Second person pronouns refer to the person or the group of people 
to whom we are speaking (you)  
3) Third person pronouns are used to refer to specific persons or 
things previously mentioned. For a male (he/him), a female (she/her), 
an animal or inanimate object (it), people, animals or things in the 
plural (they/them).Personal pronouns change their form for person 
(first, second, third), for case (subject, object, possessive), number 
(singular,plural), and gender (masculine, feminine, neuter) except for 
reflexive pronoun making the same kind of changes. 
According to Igaab & Tarrad (2019, p.54) in central pronoun, 
placed within personal and reflexive pronouns.Personal pronouns are 
of three types. The pronouns that refer to the speaker I and we are 
called the first person; the pronouns that are used to refer to the person 
is speaking to you are called the second person pronouns; and the 
pronouns he, she, it, and they are used to refer to the person or thing 
who/which is absent which are called the third person. The personal 
pronouns must match in terms of case, person, number, and gender. 
This process is called agreement. The personal pronouns are used to 
replace the whole noun phrase. 
  
 
Personal pronouns distinguish the speaker(s)/writer(s) from 
the listener(s)/ hearer(s) and the addressee (s), called 1
st
 person (e.g., 
I,we), 2
nd
 person (you), and 3
rd
 person (he/ she/ it; they) respectively. 
Personal pronouns are seen as “the most important and central class of 
pronouns” by virtue of their “frequency and grammatical 
characteristics”. Reflexive pronouns “reflect another nominal 
element” in the subject position of the clause and have emphatic 
functions too (e.g., “I myself gave it to you”). Unlike personal 
pronouns, they make number distinction in the 2
nd
 person 
(yourself/yourselves) and gender contrast in the 3
rd
 person 
(himself/herself/itself). Described as “the genitives of personal 
pronouns”, possessive pronouns are distinguished in terms of the 
binary opposition of determinative and independent. The 
determinative subset is syntactically dependent and functions as 
determiners (e.g., my, our and your) while the syntactically 
independent subset (e.g., mine, ours, and yours) realises clausal 
elements as subject and as complement (Adejare, 2018, p.57-58). 
Quirk et al. (1985, p.346-363) identify the central pronouns 
as a subclass of pronouns that share the similar characteristics of 
making person, number, gender, and case (most) distinctions. It is 
these characteristics which, more than anything else, more clearly 
differentiate pronouns from nouns and justify their treatment as a 
  
 
separate word class. The central pronouns comprise personal, 
reflexive and possessive subtypes. 
Table II.1 
Central Pronoun 
 
Subjects Objects 
Possessive 
Adjective 
Possessive 
Pronoun 
Reflexive 
Singular I 
You 
She 
He 
It 
Me 
You 
Her 
Him 
It 
My 
Your 
Her 
His 
Its 
Mine 
Yours 
Hers 
His 
Myself 
Yourself 
Herself 
Himself 
Itself 
Plural We 
They 
You 
Us 
Them 
You 
Our 
Their 
Your 
Ours 
Theirs 
Yours 
Ourselves 
Themselves 
Yourselves 
Source: Quirk, et.al (1985) 
From the opinion above, it can be concluded that the central 
pronoun is a pronoun that has characteristics to explain person, 
number, based on the 1
st
 person, 2
nd
 person, and 3
rd
 person.It involves 
the process, analysing the central pronouns as subject, object, 
possessive adjective, possessive pronoun and reflexive. The researcher 
takes all as indicators of this research. 
 
B. Relevant Research 
a) A research by Firdausi (2014) entitled An Analysis on Students’ 
Errors In Using Personal Pronouns (A Case Study at the First Grade of 
Junior High School Of Yayasan Miftahul Jannah). The result of the 
error analysis process showed that students committed error into four 
types: omission, addition, selection, and ordering. From the frequency 
of each error types, selection was the error which most frequently 
  
 
produced by the students. It took 95.8% of the total errors. Moreover, 
3.7% errors fell into omission and 0.3% errors fell into addition; 
whereas,the researcher didn’t find any errors in misordering. Besides, 
the subject pronoun is the most frequently errors are done by the first 
grade students of SMP YMJ with the percentage 68.7%. 
b) A research by Nurislami (2004) entitled An Analysis on Students 
Ability in Using Personal Pronouns and possessive at Mts Air Tiris. 
The research was only in the form of descriptive. He took 30 students 
to be his sample of the research. The total number of population was 
200 students. He just wanted to find out the students ability in using 
personal pronouns and possessive. In his research, he said that 
students of MtsAir Tiris were still low in using personal pronouns. It 
can be seen from the average score is 44,78%. It is in poor category. 
Based on the explanation of relevant research. The researcher 
found a similarity and a difference. The similarity with this research is on 
using pronouns. The difference from this research is on using central 
pronouns in writing recount text. So, the researcher focused on using 
central pronouns to make a good paragraph especially in writing recount 
text. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
C. Operational Concept 
Operational concept is to measure the ability of students in using central 
pronouns in writing recount text at Mts Al-ihsan Buluh Rampai, the researcher 
fixed the indicators to become guidance in arranging the test. The indicators 
are as follows:  
1. The indicators of students’ ability in using central pronouns in writing 
recount text are: 
a. The students are able to use personal pronouns as subject in writing 
recounttext. 
b. The students are able to use personal pronouns as object in writing 
recount text. 
c. The students are able to use possesive adjective in writing recount text. 
d. The students are able to use possesive pronoun in writing recount text. 
e. The students are able to use reflexive in writing recount text. 
 
 
 
 
CHAPTER III 
METHOD OF THE RESEARCH 
A. Research Design 
This research is descriptive quantitative. The purpose of the research is 
to gain information about phenomena in order to describe exit condition in the 
field. According to Arikunto (2010, p.12), quantitative approach is an 
approach that demands to use the numeric, begin from collection of the data, 
interpretation of data, presentation of data and also the result. In addition, in 
order to get good understanding, the result of the researcher is better to add 
table, graphic, picture or other presence. 
According to Aliaga and Gunderson (2002, p.81), quantitative research 
is explaining phenomena by collecting numerical data that are analyzed using 
mathematically based methods (in particular statistics). In another definition 
according to Muijs (2004, p.2), quantitative research is essentially about 
collecting numerical data to explain a particular phenomenon. 
Based on the definition above, quantitative research is technique that 
designed to provide systematic information about a phenomenon, describe and 
tabulated along a continuum in numerical form, such as scores on a test and 
conclude the result into a table.  
B. The Time and The Location of The Research 
The research was conducted at MTs Al-Ihsan Buluh Rampai. It was 
located in Seberida, Indragiri Hulu Regency. This research was conducted on 
July 2019. 
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C. The Subject and the Object of The Research 
The subject of this research was the eight grade students at MTs Al-
Ihsan Buluh Rampai Indragiri Hulu. The object of this research wascentral 
pronoun in writing recount text. 
D. Population and Sampling 
Population is the generalization that composed of the subject / object 
that has certain qualities and characteristics of the applied researcher to learn 
and then to be concluded (Sugiyono, 2013, p.98).Population of this reasearch 
wasthe eight grade students in MTs Al-Ihsan Buluh Rampai Indragiri Hulu. 
Sample is a subset of individuals from a given population. According 
toArikunto (2010, p.134), sample is a part of population which has same 
characteristics. There are two ways in selecting a sample. First, if the 
population is less 100, all population can be sampled. Second, if the 
population is over 100, the researcher can take 10%-15% or 20%-25% from 
all population as a sample. Sample of this research was taken by using random 
sampling, so the sample was20% of 172. Then, the sample was 34 students. 
 
Tabel 3.1 
The Population of the Eight Grade Students of MTs Al-Ihsan Buluh Rampai 
 
Class Population 
VIII.1 35 
VIII.2 35 
VIII.3 33 
VIII.4 36 
VIII.5 33 
Total 172 
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Random sampling was applied in this research. The researcher took 
sampling by made each student's serial number like lottery method. The 
researcher randomly picked numbers, with each number corresponding to each 
students in order to create the sample. To create a sample this way, the 
researcher must ensure that the numbers were well mixed before selecting the 
sample population. So that, it got a random sample. 
E. The Technique of Collecting Data 
Data collection techniques used in quantitative research are techniques 
that allow detailed data to be obtained at certain times. According to Sugiyono 
(2013, p.94),the technique of data collection is the most strategic step in 
research, because the main purpose of the research is to obtain data. 
The data of this research wascollected by using a technique, as 
follows: 
1. Test 
The researcher used a test to measure students’ ability in using 
central pronouns in writing recount text. It was done by giving students 3 
topics that they have chosen one of them to write an essay with the chosen 
topic such as my holiday, my unforgettable memory/experience and bad 
experience. The students must be able tousecentral pronouns in 
writingrecount text.According to Arikunto (2010, p.33), test is means of 
collecting information, but when compared to other tool this test is more 
formally because it is full restrictions. He further explaining that the dual 
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function of a test that are measured the students and to measure the success 
of the teaching program.  
F. The Technique of Data Analysis 
The researcher used a descriptive analysis technique (percentage) with 
the percentage from the frequency of information and divided with number of 
cases. The data analysis of this research by using percentage.To count the 
percentage of students’ ability, the researcher used the following Sudijono 
(2008, p.41) formula: 
   
 
 
      
P = Number of percentage 
F = Obtained of frequency 
N = Number of sample 
After the data were analyzed, it is seen the percentage of categories by 
using guidelines according to Arikunto (1998, p.246) as follows: 
Table 3.2 
Criteria of students’ ability 
 
No Score Category 
1 80 –100 Very Good 
2 70 –79 Good 
3 60 –69 Enough 
4 50 –59 Less 
5       0 –49 Fail 
(Arikunto, 1998, p.246) 
 
To know mean score of students’ ability in using central pronoun in 
writing recount text (Hartono, 2004, p.30) as follows: 
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∑  
 
 
M = Mean or Average score  
∑x = The sum of score and frequency  
N = Number of case  
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
 
A. Conclusion 
Based on the result of data analysis, the researcher concludes that the 
students’ ability in using central pronouns in writing recount text at MTs Al-Ihsan 
Buluh Rampai Indragiri Huluare still Fail. The data shows that 25 students or 
73,5% of the sample were Fail level. 
 
B. Suggestions 
The researcher would like to give some suggestion to the people who get 
benefit from this research.The researcher suggest to: 
1. For English teacher, they should give more portions of teaching central 
pronouns in learning grammar.They need to guide the students in 
learning through many kinds of ways and technique in teaching the 
lesson to avoid the boring and desperate, because some of students 
think that English is difficult to learn. So that, the students can 
understand the material of central pronoun text. 
2. For the students, they have to review the lesson central pronouns at 
home, the students needs to pay attention to learn, especially in writing 
central pronoun for recount text, the students have to practice their 
grammar every day, then the students have to ask their teacher if they 
havedifficulties of central pronouns in learning English.
40 
 
 
 
3. For other researcher, this research as a reference to other researchers. 
So that, she/he develops the research with the same subject in the 
different topic. 
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Instrument of The Test 
 
This test is used for scientific research 
The result of the test does not influence your grade 
Instruction 
Write recount paragraphs of your own. Choose one topic ! 
1. My holiday 
2. My unforgettable memory / experience 
3. Bad experience 
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